
TRIBAL SUPPORT, FOUNDATIONS, BUSINESSES AND CORPORATIONS 

3Mgives  
Ameriprise Financial 
Birchberry Native American Crafts 
Color Me Mine * 
Comcast Foundation 
Corporate Technologies * 
DSGW Architects * 
Elmer & Eleanor Andersen Foundation 
F.R. Bigelow Foundation * 
Greater Twin Cities United Way 

Hardenbergh Foundation 
HRK Foundation 
Hugh J. Andersen Foundation * 
Juel Fairbanks * 
Loeffler Construction & Consulting * 
Mille Lacs Band Of Ojibwe * 
Mille Lacs Corporate Ventures 
Minnesota Print Management 
NFP Corporate Benefits 
Patrick and Aimee Butler Family Foundation 

Pohlad Family Foundation 
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community * 
Sundance Family Foundation 
Target Foundation 
The House Of Hope 
Trillium Family Foundation 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Xcel Energy 

FUND DEVELOPMENT

We would like to honor those that invest in our work and help complete our Circles of Support. We are deeply grateful to the foundations,  
government institutions, tribes, businesses and corporations that walk with us as we together create paths of safety and resiliency. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Lt. Henry Halvorson – President 
Jan Werness – Vice President 
David Glass – Treasurer 

Sarah Wovcha – Secretary 
Roberta (Bobbi) Patrow – Trustee 
Eric Buffalohead - Trustee 

Joe Hobot – Trustee 
Henry Boucha - Trustee 
Gabrielle Strong – Honorary Member

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

City of St. Paul Department of Planning & Economic Development 
Ramsey County 
      • Family Homelessness Prevention and Assistance Program 
Hennepin County 
Minnesota Department of Human Services: 
    • Child Safety and Permanency Division 
            - Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) 
    • Alcohol and Drug Abuse – Behavioral Health Division 
            - American Indian Section 
    • Economic Assistance and Employment Supports Divisions 
            - Office of Economic Opportunity – Homeless Youth Act 
            - Office of Economic Opportunity – Safe Harbor Street Outreach Focus 

Minnesota Department of Health Injury Violence Prevention  
    • Suicide Prevention 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
    • Administration for Children and Families 
    • Division of Adolescent Development & Support 
            - Street Outreach Program 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
    • Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development 
    • Supportive Housing Project, Streetworks and Outreach 

The other Circles of Support we cherish are those individuals that share in our vision to help ensure that children and their families 
are connected with their cultural traditions, have opportunities to build upon their strengths and lead their best lives. Below we honor  
these individuals within the following categories: 

Pipestone Circle:  $5,000 and above 
Nancy Andrews   
John & Ruth Huss 
Bob & Carol Kane 
William Kent & Diane Kay Krueger * 
Andrea & John Steiner-Manning * 
  
Quill Circle:  $1,000 - $4,999 
Kevin Alexander & Betty Iwanski  
B. John Barry 
Marlys G. Barry 
Thomas J. Barry 
Kathryn Burns 
Kevin Daly 
Peter Dodge 
Janet & J. Thomas Nelson 
David Paul Pasiuk & Joan Pohl Pasiuk 
Sheri & John Riemers 
James D. and Mary Rusin * 
David Stewart & Elona Street-Stewart * 
Paul F. Thomas 
Janet Werness * 
 
Abalone Circle:  $500 – $999 
Jessica M. Barry  
Michael B. Barry & Mathew Griffin 
Paul Bees * 
Alan & Sandra Kuspa 
Joe Landsberger 
Doug & Tammy Loeffler * 
Adrianne Munoz 
Bobbi Patrow 
Patricia Ryan 
Eric & Julie Schroeder * 
Robert Steffel * 
Bill & Kathleen Vanderwall * 
 
Turquoise Circle:  $1 - $499 
Athena Adkins * 
Nicole Archbold * 
Cori Ballew 
Steven Balogh 
Steven & Ling Becker * 
Mel Benkert 
Carol Bessler * 
Victoria Kelly 
Shawn Bjerklie * 
Savanna Borne 
Henry Boucha * 
Patricia B. Brenner 
Trista & Paul Brown 
Hoinu Bunce 
Sharla Burth 
Cecelia Caspram 
Lauren Chesnut 
Desiree Clater 
Randall & Savannah Cloud * 
Liz Cochran * 
Colleen Colburn 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Emily Cole * 
Bill Collins 
Lisa Crocker 
Travis DeCory 
Jeff DeGee 
Margo Dickinson 
Karen K. Ehlert 
Susan N. El-Eid 
Diane Erickson * 
Cheryl Flugaur-Leavitt 
Isabel Ford * 
Deb Foster 
Ralph Framke * 
Mary Fredrickson * 
Claudia Fuentes * 
Angela Gauthier-DeVriendt 
Dennis Gilbert Jr. 
Leah Goldstein Moses 
Nicole Green * 
Heidi & Herb Grika * 
Jasmine Grika * 
Michelle Grosz 
Kari Guida 
Mary Gustafson 
Henry & Denise Halvorson * 
Kristina Halvorson 
Heather Hanson * 
Karen Hanson * 
Kurt Hanson 
John Harrington 
Sadie Hart 
Malcolm Heath 
Marissa Hendrickson 
Holly Henning 
Allen Hester 
Conrad Hoag * 
Jeanine & Zachary Holden 
Johnny Howard * 
Jacob Hustedt * 
Scott Jaffe 
Marjorie Jenkins 
Latanya Jenkins 
Thomas Jezierski * 
Verla Johansson  
Adriana Johnson 
Cynthia Johnson * 
Laura J. Johnson  
Benj Kamm & Emma Kippley-Ogman 
Hannah Kaplan-Hartlaub 
Nick Kellum * 
Victoria Kelly 
Denise King * 
Carol Lafleur * 
Amy Lamere * 
John R. Lamski 
Ken Liss * 
Becky Little * 
Candy Lockwood * 
Nancy Loesch 

Maggie Lorenz * 
Abigail Marsh 
Dylan Martin 
Rachel Marx 
Maggie McArthur 
Ann McCully 
Cherish Messinger * 
Jeri Miley * 
Ann Minnick 
David Murphy 
Deborah Nolen 
Stephanie & Nick Novotny * 
Debbie Orth * 
Kathy O'Shaunessy * 
Evariste Osten 
Patina Park * 
Robert & Lorraine Peller 
Evie Pemrick * 
Daniel Peyton 
Kimberly Pikula * 
Dan Reed * 
Connie Riemers 
Jill Ross * 
Randall Ross 
Jennifer Roth 
Sharon & John Ruffing * 
Lise Schmidt 
Karl Schultz * 
Laura Shannon 
Kari Shepherdson-Scott 
C. Slater 
Nora Slawik * 
Luke Sloan 
Delmer Smith 
Russ Stark 
Jane Stein Kerr 
Deborah Loon Stumbras & Jon Stumbras 
Susie Summers 
Kayman Sykes * 
Elizabeth Tegeler 
Mark Tessier * 
Marlene Tessier * 
Renee Tessier * 
Kaying Thao * 
Andrew Thomas 
Cherise Turner * 
Hannah Turner 
Jeanie Ungvarsky * 
Angela & Ted Vig * 
Karen VueBenson 
Denise Ward 
Dale Weston * 
Jocelyn Wiedow 
Lois Wintersteen 
Wayne Wosley 
John Conrod & Sarah Wovcha * 
Pang & Joni Xiong *

AIN DAH YUNG CENTER PROGRAMS 
The Ain Dah Yung Center continues to be a cornerstone 

for community healing. We are committed to ensuring 

that American Indian youth and families in the Twin 

Cities Area retain access to their Indigenous rights of 

community belonging and cultural identity.  

 

Emergency Shelter provides culturally specific  

emergency shelter to American Indian youth who are  

homeless, runaway, in a family crisis, or involved with 

juvenile corrections. Services include: emergency and 

short-term shelter, crisis intervention, case and systems 

advocacy, information and referrals, access to 

medical/dental care, counseling, case management and 

community education. The Ain Dah Yung Center is the 

only 24-hour emergency shelter facility for any youth in 

Ramsey County and the East Metro, and is the only 

American Indian youth emergency shelter available to 

American Indian youth in the Twin Cities metro area. 

While there are other youth serving shelters, we are 

unique in our ability to serve children as young as age 

five. This enables us to keep sibling groups together, of 

critical importance to our Native families and a benefit to 

all families in general. In 2019, we served a total of 54 

youth in Shelter.  

 

Ninijanisag (Our Children) Program is a multifaceted 

program focusing heavily on engagement and prevention 

– working to ground youth in Native culture while 

designed to combat chemical and commercial tobacco 

abuse, teen dating violence, gang relations, sex  

trafficking and other self-compromising behaviors 

among at-risk youth between the ages of 8-17. Through 

opportunities for community involvement, leadership 

development, culturally specific health education, and 

cultural enrichment activities, Ninijanisag develops  

interpersonal competencies and strengthens the skills our 

young people need to become community leaders and 

mentors for other youth. In 2019, 94 youth regularly 

participated in leadership development and cultural 

education through the Ninijanisag program.  

 

Beverley A. Benjamin Youth Lodge is a culturally 

grounded transitional living program available to youth 

between the ages of 16-21 that have no parental  

substitute or foster home to which they can safely go. 

This intervention program emphasizes training,  

education and employment goals and is designed to 

develop a support system to meet holistic needs of body, 

mind, and spirit. Youth Lodge services emphasize the 

relationship between youth and positive role models 

(staff and elders) to teach new behaviors, learn  

appropriate ways to express feelings, and manage  

everyday living. Creating community and cultural  

connection helps tap the inner strengths of youth to better 

educate them for independent or inter-dependent living – 

helping to break the cycle of homelessness. 90% of youth 

who come to the Youth Lodge finish high school,  

continue their education, become self-sufficient, and 

finally leave homelessness behind them. In 2019, the 

Youth Lodge served 15 clients. Our average length of 

stay decreased to 109 Days. We attribute this directly 

to the transitioning and expansion within our own 

agency related to staffing. 

 

The Street Outreach Program provides street-based  

support to runaway or homeless youth unable or not 

wanting to enter a shelter. Case workers provide  

information on safe housing, basic needs resources and 

health related issues. They also provide health and  

personal care supplies, food and access to transportation. 

Youth are provided with drop-in services where they can 

eat a hot meal, do laundry or shower.  In 2019, our street 

outreach workers contacted 1,333 homeless and  

runaway youth - 508 were American Indian identified. 

 

 

Oyate Nawajin (Stand with the People) Programs are 

designed to keep American Indian families together and 

strong by providing the knowledge, skills and resources 

they need to provide a safe, stable environment for their 

children. Programs and services include: 

 

• Ramsey County Children’s Mental Health Case 

Management: Provides support, case management and 

assistance in coordinating resources for families with 

children who have mental health needs. In 2019, the 

Children's Mental Health Case Managers provided 

case management to 47 youth and their families.  

 

• Family Preservation and Reunification: uses  

traditional American Indian teachings and an asset-based 

approach that builds on the strengths of families and was 

established in response to the disproportionate placement 

of American Indian children outside the home. We  

provide family preservation and reunification services 

that combines self-help, professional intervention, and 

cultural reinforcement in order to strengthen families 

experiencing a process of family reunification and/or 

stressful parenting situations. In 2019, preservation and 

reunification services were provided to 17 families 

with 60 children that were at risk of or involved with 

child protection, who received individualized,  

community-based support services. Of the 60 children 

served, 36 were experiencing out of home placement. 

Of the 36 children, 2 experienced reunification. 

Through family advocacy and safety planning with 

Child Protective Services 9 of the 60 children were 

prevented from entering an out of home placement. 

 

• Indian Child Welfare Legal Advocacy/ Compliance 

(ICWLAC) Project: was created to enforce local  

compliance with the federal Indian Child Welfare Act 

(ICWA). The Ain Dah Yung Center’s ICWLAC Project 

provides court monitoring on cases involving American 

Indian children, legal representation to American Indian 

families (through a collaboration with Southern 

Minnesota Region Legal Services), and education/ 

outreach to identify systemic problems and strategize on 

solutions regarding ICWA compliance. In 2019, 400 

court hearings were monitored for compliance with 

the Indian Child Welfare Act. The total number of 

monitored cases includes monitoring in Anoka, 

Washington, Carver, Dakota, and Scott counties, 

which started for the first time in 2018. In addition,  

24 families received legal representation and an  

additional 8 families received legal advice by our 

ICWA Attorney and partnership with the Southern 

Minnesota Regional Legal Services (SMRLS). 

 

• Nokomis Circle Liaison Program: 2019 marked the 

third year of piloting our new collaborative initiative to 

strengthen the future success of American Indian  

children, youth and families designed to build a bridge 

between Ramsey County and American Indian Families 

involved with child protection. The purpose is to 

decrease the disparities seen among American Indian 

families that enter child protection by ensuring that their 

voices are heard, and cultural relevance is maintained 

throughout their case. Additionally, we’re giving effort to 

the recruitment and sustainment of the foster home stock 

within the community to ensure Native families are 

available for placement options. In 2019, there were 28 

ICWA Emergency Protective Care Hearings (EPCs), 

along with a 24% reduction in court and child  

protection involvement for families. The Nokomis 

Circle Liaison (NCL) attended 21 of the 28 (75%) of 

the ICWA EPCs and attended 3 Family Group 

Decision Making meetings. This year the average 

number of days for an out of home placement was  

85 days, a decrease of 20% in days spent in out of 

home placement since the program began measuring 

in 2017. 

A Year of Celebration and New Beginnings 
 
Friends of ADYC - 2019 was definitely a year to celebrate! On November 20th, Mino Oski Ain Dah Yung held its grand opening with 
over 250 guests including: Tribal partners, community members and elders, agency partners, elected officials, donors, social service 
partners, neighbors, volunteers, our incredible co-owner, Project for Pride in Living and our project team, First American Design Studio, 
DSGW Architects, Fox Advancement, and Loeffler Construction. On that date, the capital campaign goal of $17.5 million was reached 
due to a very special closing gift by the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community of $500,000 which was in addition to their original 
gift of $200,000 – a total investment of $700,000. In January 2020, Mino Oski had all 42 units filled/applications approved, which was 
ahead of the projected lease-up schedule.  
 
Additionally, in 2019 ADYC saw a 28% increase in individual donors over last year and 12 new foundation, corporate and grant  
partners provided support!  We are so grateful for our friends who have walked this path every step of the way before and during our 
capital campaign journey, and are delighted to welcome so many new partners who stand with us as we realize a new reality for our 
youth moving out of homelessness and into brighter futures. Our partners are critical to our young peoples’ success as they develop 
the life skills, education and a strengthened, positive sense of their Native identity, which is critical to their adulting and wellbeing as 
they achieve independence. 
 
In 2020 we’re launching our Minosidoon (Put in a Good Place - Ojibwe) Campaign to elevate programs and services that are taking 
place at Mino Oski Ain Dah Yung and our 24-hour emergency shelter and transitional housing programs. There are many ways to  
support this initiative through funding and partnerships in the following areas: entrepreneurial and career development, financial  
literacy, employment discovery and engagement, workforce and technology training and our housing stability initiatives.  
 
We’re also launching an ADYC Engagement Team to support this work. If you are interested in an ambassador/volunteer opportunity, 
please consider joining this new team of mission-critical partners by contacting Jake Hustedt, Ain Dah Yung Center’s Development Director: 
Jake.Hustedt@adycenter.org. Chi Miigwetch to all for being a part of creating new pathways of opportunity for our young people!! 

*CAPITAL CAMPAIGN DONORS

Ain Dah Yung Center  •  2019 Year-end Highlights


